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RESEARCH GOALS 

• GENERAL GOAL: DOCUMENT LIFE HISTORY OF PORTABLE 
MATERIAL CULTURE AT POMPEII WITH VIEW TO 
ELUCIDATING PRACTICES OF CONSUMPTION IN ROMAN 
WORLD 

 

• SPECIFIC GOAL: LEARN ABOUT MANUFACTURE, 
ACQUISITION, USE, STORAGE, MAINTENANCE, REPAIR, 
MODIFICATION, REUSE, RECYCLING, AND DISCARD OF THESE 
ITEMS 

 

• DETAILED STUDY OF SELECTED ITEMS/ASSEMBLAGES OF 
PORTABLE MATERIAL CULTURE RECOVERED IN EARLIER 
EXCAVATIONS   



  



PROJECT OVERVIEW 

• PHASE 1: FIVE-YEAR PROGRAM CARRIED OUT 2012-2016 
INVOLVING CHARACTERIZATION OF SETS OF ARTIFACTS FROM 
VARIOUS INFORMATIVE CONTEXTS AT POMPEII AND SITES IN 
ITS ENVIRONS 

 

• INVOLVED SEVEN DISTINCT “SUB-PROJECTS” 

 

• PHASE 2: FIVE-YEAR PROGRAM (BEGUN 2018) FOCUSING ON 
ASSEMBLAGES FROM EIGHT MODEST RESIDENCES IN POMPEII 
INSULA I.11 
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SUB-PROJECT 1:  
ARTIFACTS FROM THE  

VILLA REGINA A BOSCOREALE 
(2012, 2013) 

  



LOCATION OF VILLA REGINA A BOSCOREALE - 1.2 KM NW OF POMPEII 





VILLA REGINA   

• EXCAVATION BY SOPRINTENDENZA, 1979-1983 
UNDER DIRECTION OF STEFANO DE CARO 

 
• VILLA DAMAGED IN EARTHQUAKE OF AD 62 AND 

ONLY PARTIALLY OCCUPIED IN AD 79 
 

• COMPREHENSIVE PUBLICATION OF ARCHITECTURE 
AND ARTIFACT ASSEMBLAGE IN 1994 
MONOGRAPH. 
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SUB-PROJECT 2: 
FINDS FROM THE  

INSULA DEI CASTI AMANTI 
(2013) 

  



LOCATION OF INSULA DEI CASTI AMANTI (REGIO IX INSULA 12) 





INSULA DEI CASTI AMANTI 

• EXCAVATION BY SOPRINTENDENZA, 1987-2009 
UNDER DIRECTION OF ANTONIO VARONE 

 
• UNCOVERS SOUTHERN PORTION OF INSULA IX.12 

(INCLUDING DOMUS DEI CASTI AMANTI AND CASA 
DEI PITTORI AL LAVORO) AND UNNAMED SIDE 
STREETS TO WEST AND EAST 
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HIGH-END TABLEWARES 

BLACK GLOSS WARE 

SOUTH GALLIC SIGILLATA 

ITALIAN  SIGILLATA 



COPPER ALLOY OBJECTS 

IRON OBJECTS WORKED BONE OBJECTS 

VESSEL GLASS 

NON-CERAMIC ARTIFACTS 



SUB-PROJECT 3:  
TOWER 8 - 

PORTA NOLA MIDDENS 
(2014, 2015) 

    



LOCATION OF TOWER 8/PORTA NOLA MIDDENS 



  



  TOWER 8 - PORTA NOLA 

• EXCAVATION BY UNIVERSITÀ STATALE DI MILANO,  
9-11/1978 UNDER DIRECTION OF CRISTINA 
CHIARAMONTE TRERÉ 

 
• RECOVERS  MATERIALS FROM THREE TRASH 

MIDDENS DUMPED AGAINST OUTER FACE OF CITY 
WALL AND THREE TEST TRENCHES EXCAVATED 
ALONG OUTER FACE OF CITY WALL 
 

• POTTERY AND VESSEL GLASS PUBLISHED IN 
MONOGRAPH CHAPTER BY L. ROMANAZZI AND 
A.M.  VOLONTÈ IN 1986 
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SUB-PROJECT 4: 
 INSULA I.22 DOLIA 

(2014, 2015) 

  



LOCATION OF REGIO I, INSULA 22 





INSULA I.22 

• EXCAVATION BY SOPRINTENDENZA 1959-1980S 
 
• UNCOVERS STRUCTURE (RESIDENCE ?) WITH 

ANNEXED ORCHARD (NOT VINEYARD!) 
 

• SET OF 9 DOLIA BEING STORED BETWEEN 
STRUCTURE AND ORCHARD 

 



6 LARGE DOLIA 

3 SMALL DOLIA 



PROFILES & CAPACITIES 

 

LA 

 

RGE DOLIUM 732 LITERS 

SMALL DOLIUM 1: 192 LITERS 

SMALL DOLIUM 2: 229 LITERS 

SMALL DOLIUM 3: 133 LITERS  

 

 

3 2 
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SUB-PROJECT 5:  
COMPOSITIONAL ANALYSIS OF 

TOWER 8 - PORTA NOLA MIDDENS 
POTTERY 

(2015-2016) 

  
  





• PROGRAM OF MINERALOGICAL AND CHEMICAL 
ANALYSIS OF POTTERY WITH MANUFACTURING 
DEFECTS 
 

• COLLABORATION WITH ARCHAEOMETRIC GROUP 
DIRECTED BY VINCENZO MORRA (UNIVERSITÀ DI 
NAPOLI FEDERICO SECONDO) 
 

• MINERALOGICAL (PETROGRAPIC), CHEMICAL 
ANALYSIS (XRF), STRUCTURAL (ELECTRON 
MICROSCOPY) 
 

TOWER 8 – PORTA NOLA POTTERY ANALYSIS 



  



SUB-PROJECT 6:  
OPLONTIS VILLA B AMPHORAS  

(2016) 
  



LOCATION OF OPLONTIS VILLA B – 2.3 KM WNW OF POMPEII 





• EXCAVATION BY SOPRINTENDENZA 1974-1984 
 
• UNCOVERS WAREHOUSE/FOOD PROCESSING 

FACILITY WITH SECOND FLOOR RESIDENCE  
(NOT A VILLA) 
 

• TEST EXCAVATION AND STUDY BY U. OF TEXAS 
(JOHN CLARKE, MICHAEL THOMAS) 2012-
PRESENT 

OPLONTIS VILLA B AMPHORAS 
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2
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3
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DRESSEL 2-4 
(PANELLA/FANO TYPE 3): 

    CAPACITY:  
= 1 QUANDRANTAL 
    (I.E. CUBIC FOOT) 
= 1 AMPHORA 
= 26.2 LITERS 
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2
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2
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3
 FEET 

VOLUME = 2.36 CUBIC FEET 
EFFICIENCY = 0.42 





PHASE 2: 
 INSULA I.11 HOUSES 

(2018,  PLANNED 2019-2022) 
  



LOCATION OF REGIO I INSULA 11 

SP1 

SP2 

SP3&5 

SP6 

SP4 





EXCAVATED BY SOPRINTENDENZA 
 
1912-1913 UNDER DIRECTION OF VITTORIO 
SPINAZZOLA 
 
1952-1964 UNDER DIRECTION OF AMEDEO   MAIURI 
 
SHORT STUDIES OF PROPERTIES 1980S-2000S 

 INSULA I.11 



INSULA I.11: SYNPOSIS OF PROPERTIES 



INSULA I.11.6.7: C. DELLA VENERE IN BIKINI 

NORTH FAÇADE INSULA I.11 











SCHEDA “BUFFETTI” 

DIARIO DEGLI SCAVI 



INSULA I.11.5.8: C. DI L. HABONIUS PRIMUS 

NORTH FAÇADE INSULA I.11 



INSULA I.11.17: CASA IMPERIALE 

NORTH FAÇADE INSULA I.11 



DOCUMENTATION  
(DATABASE) 

  



FILEMAKER PRO 12 (17) 















RESULTS 
(USE ALTERATIONS) 

  



PALHIP 0032 (VILLA REGINA) CAMPANIAN COOKWARE COOKPOT  
(DI GIOVANNI 2311C) 



PALHIP 0061 (VILLA REGINA) CAMPANIAN COOKWARE CASSEROLE  
(DI GIOVANNI 2211B/E-F) 





DSC_0456.JPG 



PALHIP 0053 (VILLA REGINA) 
BRONZE AND IRON BUCKET  
(TASSINARI  X 1522) 











PALHIP 2029  
(C. L. HABONIUS PRIMUS) 
BRONZE AND IRON BUCKET  
(TASSINARI  X 1613) 





PALHIP 2124 (C. IMPERIALE) GLASS PLATE (ISINGS 22) 





PALHIP 2152 (C. IMPERIALE)  
GLASS BALSAMARIUM  
(CALVI A 11E/ISINGS 8) 



PALHIP 2089 (C. IMPERIALE)  
GLASS FLASK/BALSAMARIUM  
(ISINGS 28A) 



RESULTS 
(HOUSEHOLD ASSEMBLAGE ANALYSIS) 

  



SMITH, MICHAEL E. 1987. HOUSEHOLD POSSESSIONS AND WEALTH IN AGRARIAN STATES: 
IMPLICATIONS FOR ARCHAEOLOGY J. OF ANTHROPOLOGCAL ARCHAEOLOGY 6:297-335. 



FROM SMITH 1987 



VESSELS BY RESIDENCE BY MATERIAL: 
NUMBER SPECIMENS, PERCENT SPECIMENS 

RESIDENCE POTTERY CER. LAMP GLASS STONE LEAD BRONZE SILVER GOLD/CALCITE TOTAL 

VILLA REGINA 59 4 3 0 0 2 0 0 68 

C. L. HABONIUS PRIMUS 2 8 32 0 0 15 3 0 60 

C. IMPERIALE 3 5 51 1 1 34 0 1 96 

RESIDENCE POTTERY CER. LAMP GLASS STONE LEAD BRONZE SILVER GOLD/CALCITE TOTAL 

VILLA REGINA 86.8 5.9 4.4 0.0 0.0 2.9 0.0 0.0 100.0 

C. L. HABONIUS PRIMUS 3.3 13.3 53.4 0.0 0.0 25.0 5.0 0.0 100.0 

C. IMPERIALE 3.1 5.2 53.2 1.0 1.0 35.5 0.0 1.0 100.0 

THREE RESIDENCES: NUMBER OF CONTAINERS BY MATERIAL 

THREE RESIDENCES: PERCENTAGE CONTAINERS BY MATERIAL 



FROM SMITH 1987 



DATA SUMMARY: 
NUMBER OF ITEMS FOR 
GENERALIZED FUNCTIONAL 
GROUPS BY RESIDENCE 





DATA SORTED BY VALUE 



POSSIBLE ELABORATIONS: 
• BY INDIVIDUAL ITEM 
• VALUE AS FUNCTION OF 
      MATERIAL X WEIGHT X      
      MANUFACTURING PROCESSS 
• RATE ITEMS ON SCALE 

CHARACTERIZING DEGREE OF 
USE ALTERATION 



RESULTS 
(PRESENTATION) 

  



http://resromanae.berkeley.edu/  

http://resromanae.berkeley.edu/


http://resromanae.berkeley.edu/  

http://resromanae.berkeley.edu/
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